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Initiative “lead-free installation for the sanitary industry”:

Wieland offers components without lead for drinking water installation
Waterworks in Hamburg and Leipzig use lead-free installation systems in their own water supply network.
Already at the ISH fair 2007, Wieland-Werke AG, Ulm, Germany, presented lead-free components for drinking water supply under the initiative „lead-free installation for the sanitary industry“. On the basis of ECOBRASS and ECOCAST, developed by Wieland, the company presented, among other things, the first tap worldwide, manufactured without the addition of lead by the Portuguese partner, BRUMA: At this year’s ISH, the manufacturer will be showing a complete installation chain based on lead-free components made of ECOBRASS and ECOCAST. This makes it possible, for the first time, to offer an entire installation system without lead. The main components have been developed in close cooperation with the Hamburg and Leipzig waterworks. In the meantime, both waterworks use the lead-free components in their own drinking water supply network. Free from toxic substances, Wieland ECOBRASS and ECOCAST meet the requirements of DIN 50930-6. Therefore, they are particularly suitable for critical applications such as drinking water installation.
The lead-free installation chain, presented at the ISH, comprises all components – from the water main to the tap. The following components are part of the system: the ball valve at the water main, the tapping valve, the fitting on the wall aperture, the water metre including Y-valves, the drinking water manifold, the shut-off valves and the water taps. In the meantime, all components can be made of the lead-free ECOBRASS and ECOCAST. ECOCAST has been specially designed for casting applications. Through a selected combination of the alloying elements copper, zinc and silicon the addition of lead is not necessary. Moreover, the innovative ECOBRASS and ECOCAST exhibit high strength and high elongation, thus making cold and hot working, e.g. hot forging or casting, possible. As a result, the materials can be better processed than conventional lead-containing brass. High strength and excellent corrosion resistance of ECOBRASS and ECOCAST ensure leak-proof, wear-resistant connections in sanitary installations also exposed to high mechanical stresses. Components made from these materials are largely insensitive to stress corrosion cracking and dezincification, making additional surface treatment unnecessary.
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Legends:
1. The first lead-free tap from the adamastor series
2. The lead-free sanitary installation chain on the basis of ECOBRASS and ECOCAST
Photos for this press release can be downloaded from www.press-n-relations.de under the respective press release.

The Wieland Group is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of semi-finished and special products in copper and copper alloys such as strip, sheet, tube, rod, wire and sections as well as sliding elements, finned tubes and heat exchangers. The products made of more than 100 different copper alloys are mainly used in the electrical and electronic industries. Other important sectors are the construction, automotive, air-conditioning and refrigeration industries as well as thermal engineering and machine and apparatus construction. In cooperation with its customers Wieland develops specific solutions for industrial applications. The Wieland Group has more than 30 manufacturing companies, slitting centres and trading companies in Europe, China, Singapore, South Africa and the United States. Wieland-Werke AG operates four plants in Ulm, Velbert-Langenberg, Villingen-Schwenningen and Vöhringen. Wieland’s R&D as well as production and sales are certified according to DIN EN ISO 9001. Moreover, the company has an accredited test and certification laboratory. The plants in Germany are certified according to the international environmental standard DIN EN ISO 14001. The largest production site in Vöhringen is validated according to the European environmental standard EMAS. The Wieland Group achieved a turnover of 2,925 million euros in the fiscal year 2007/2008 with an export share of 66 per cent. The global workforce of the Wieland Group is approx. 6,500 strong of which over 4,000 are employed in Germany.









